Right Hon. Winston Spencer Churchill
serious that others who ought to have known better derided and disparaged the idea.
I still have a copy of a Cabinet paper in which Winston   urged  upon  his   colleagues   the   immense contribution  to  the   war   which   machines   of   this kind might render.    It was always his strong desire, when they were at last produced, that they should not be used until they were assembled in such numbers on the Western Front as to win a great, if not a decisive,  victory.    But the  soldiers  who  had  previously derided the invention—one sapient General describing it as " Winston's folly "—when once they *were  in  possession  of the  tanks,   could  not  wait. And accordingly the greatest mechanical invention which Great Britain or any other combatant Power contributed   to   land   warfare   was    almost   squan-. dered by its employment in insufficient force.    Safe-> guarded and multiplied, the tanks might yet have £ Reproduced" the victorious destructiveness of Hannibal's elephants. -
It is of interest to note that in this matter at least contemporary justice was done to Churchill. The Committee which was appointed by Mr. Lloyd George's Government to report upon the credit and value of many different inventions made during the war measured in weighty language, which must have delighted him, the value and the force of his contribution to the discovery of tanks.
I do not propose to examine here Mr. Churchill's work since the Armistice. I was never able to share the sanguineness with which he surveyed each new attempt to dislodge the Soviet murderers. But, at least, his impulses were sound and his miscalculations —if they were miscalculations—will not, perhaps,
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